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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT MARCOS REPORTS ON ISLAMIC CONPERENCE 

1. DURING MEETING THIS EVENING (REPORTED SEPTEL) PRESIDENT 
MARCOS WAS CALLED AWAY TO TAKE A TELEPHONE CALL PROM 
SECRETARY OP FOREIGN AFPAIRS ROMULO, PRESUMABLE IN TRIPOLI. 
MEANWHILE, AMBASSADOR KOKOY ROMUALDEZ REPORTED THAT THE 
NEWS PROM TRIPOLI WAS VERY GOOD, ALTHOUGH LIBYA WAS 

STILL "FOOLING AROUND," AND HE ENTERTAINED US WITH TALES OF 
HIS ABSENTEE TENURE IN PEKING. 

2. MARCOS RETURNED AFTER TWENTY MINUTES TO REPORT THE 
OUTCOME OP THE ISLAMIC CONPERENCE ON THE ISSUE OP THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANILA 07862 231354Z 

SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES TO BE: (A) CONTINUATION OP THE 
CEASE-FIRE, (B) QUADRIPARTITE MEDIATION, "WHATEVER THAT 
MEANS, AND (C) NO SANCTIONS. HE SAID THE SAUDI ARABIANS 
HAD TAKEN THE POSITION THAT THEY WERE NOT INTERESTED IN 
SANCTIONS, AND THE INDONESIANS HAD SAID THAT IF OTHERS 
WERE TO CUT OFP PETROLEUM SUPPLY TO THE PHILIPPINES, 

INDONESIA WOULD PROVIDE IT. "CAN YOU IMAGINE," MARCOS 
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SAID, "THE MNLF WANTED A SEPARATE ARMY. THAT WE WILL 
NEVER PERMIT, NEVER*" 

3. MARCOS CONCLUDED THAT THE OUTCOME REPORTED EROM 
TRIPOLI "MUST BE CONSIDERED A GOOD THING, AS LONG AS THE 
CEASE-FIRE CONTINUES." HE ADDED THAT HE HAD FLASHED THE 
NEWS TO THE SOUTH WHERE TENSION WAS HIGH. 

4. COMMENT: WE INTERPRET THIS OUTCOME TO MEAN A 
RETURN TO SOME FORM OF DISCUSSIONS, EVEN FORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, ASSUMING THE MNLF FORCES ON THE GROUND GO ALONG. 
MARCOS' EMPHASIS ON DURABILITY OF THE CEASE-EIRE CONFIRMS 
OUR IMPRESSION THAT HE CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT AS LONG 
AS THE CEASE-FIRE HOLDS, HE MAY BE ABLE TO MUDDLE THROUGH 
WITH A COMBINATION OF RHETORIC, MONEY, POLITICAL MANEUVER 
AND MARGINAL CONCESSIONS TO A STAGE WHERE THE PATTERNS 
OF PEACE MAY BE SUFFICIENTLY ESTABLISHED TO EFFECT AN 
ACCEPTABLE MODUS VIVENDI. 

5. IT'S A DELICATE BALANCING ACT PURSUED WITH DETERMINA- 
TION IN THE FACE OF WIDESPREAD SCEPTICISM AND LONG ODDS. 
STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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